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PICKETT, Maros 


At a Court of ALDERMEN held on Tueſday the 27th Day 
of April, 1790, and in the Thirtieth Year of the Reign 
of King George the Third, of Great-Britain, &c. 


RESOLVED, That the Thanks of this Court be given 
to the Rev. Mr. De Coetlogon, Chaplain to the Right Hon. 
the Lord Mayor, for his excellent Sermon preached before his 
Lordſhip, the Judges, Aldermen, Serjeants at Law, Sheriffs, and 
city Officers, at the Cathedral-Church of St. Pau/, on Sunday 
aſt, being the firſt in Eger Term; and that he be deſired to 
print the ſame, and to cauſe a Copy thereof to be ſent to the Lord 
Mayor, Judges, Aldermen, Serjeants at Law, and City Officers. 
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THE 
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DIVINE any HUMAN LEGISLATION, 


Kc. &c. : Th . © ' 


EZRA VII. 25, 26. „ 


AND THOU, EZ RA, AFTER THE WISDOM OF THY GOD, WHICH 18 
IN THINE HAND, SET MAGISTRATES AND JUDGES, WHICH MAY 
JUDGE Al.L THE PEOPLE THAT ARE BEYOND THE RIVER, ALL 


THAT KNOW THEM NOT. 


| AND WHOSOEVER WILL NOT DD THE LA or THY GOD, AND 
HR LAW OF THE KING, LET JUDGMENT BE EXECUTED SPEEDILY 
UPON HIM, WHETHER IT BE UNTO DEATH, OR TO BANISH- 
MENT, OR TO CONFISCATION OF GOODS, OR TO IMPRISONMENT. 
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SUCH AS KNOW THE LAWS OF THY GOD; AND TEACH YE THEM, 
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HE . here e addreſſed, was One of the N emi- 
nent and diſtinguiſhed Characters, recorded i in the fa- 5 
ered Writings---the Prieſt, and the Scribe, of the God of If- 


radl-—-and, in ſuch high Eſtimation among the Jews, that wr hey yy 
have 


* 


* 


the Learned are not perfectly coincident. The Opinion of the 
moſt accurate Inveſtigators of this hiſtorical Cireumſtance, is, 


and to teach, and to enforce, Ne Lowe of Mol the 


I 
" have been accuſtomed to ay of him, « If the Law had not 


| been given by Moſes, Ezra would have deſerved 'to have ben 
the 6 of the Hebrews.” 


Reſpecting the Perſonage, from whom he received this in- 
tereſting Commiſſion, this ſolemn. Charge, the Sentiments of 


that it was not Artaxerxes Abaſuerus much leſs Artaxerxes 
| Magus ; but, Artaxerxes Longimanus ;. at this time, King of 
Perſia, and very zealouſly affected to the civil and n | 
Inteteſts of the Jewiſh Nation. 


Aba Proof of which, in * ſeventh year from his Acceſſion | 
to the Throne, he granted to-Ezra, the Prefidentof the Sanhe- | 
drim, A royal Edit, which, from the Dignity of it's Style, | 
the Comprebenſion of it's Matter, and the Importance of i it's. Con- 
tents, will reward your moſt diligent Peruſal ; -in which, all 
the Iſreelites in his kingdom were permitted to return to e- 
ruſalem, and to carry with them all the gold and the ſilver, 
that they had, and all that the King and his Counſellors had 
offered to the Temple of the Lord---in which, all the Trea- 
ſurers of his Provinces were - commanded to furniſh every thing 
 necelary for their Sacrifices---and which. is cloſed, with an un- 


limited Commiſlion to Ezra, toappoint Judges and Magiſtrates; 


: King. 


To). 


King. And the great Model, by which he was to be deckel 
in ol eee Movements, Was, . 2 
. 


— 


Here then, we are to intreat CON WOE TO 
Attention, while we are dwelling a little, & Upon that Wiſ 
dom of God, which is ſaid to have been in the hand of Ezra; 
Upon the vaſt Importance of divine Knowledge, the Know- 
ledge of God, and of his Laws, to States and Individuals ;--- 
and, Upon the Alliance or Harmony between true Religion and 
civil Rv, between divine and human . ce 1 


— 


That, by The Wiſdom of God, in this place, we are to under- 
ſtand, Tun BIETE, it would be abſurd, to diſpute; and ig - 
| norant, to deny. To prove, what we call the Bible, is that 
Wiſdom, I would willingly perſuade mytelf, is ſuperfluous. 
Were it otherwiſe, our Reſources are all-ſufficient---and there 
would run to our Aid, the complicated, the irreſiſtible Teſti- 
mony of all Antiquizty---of Propbecy of Miracles---of Evi. 
dence, both internal and external, of ſuch a Nature, and ſo 
manifold, as to merit the rank of moral Demonſtration. 80 that, 
an intelligent Being muſt make a Sacrifice of his Reaſon and his 
Conſcience, to his Pride, his Indolence, his Prejudices, or his 


| Bible is the Wiſdom of GOD. And, F-will beg leave to add, 5 
| B2 that, 120 


aſſions, before he can allow himſelf to ſuſpect, whether, The 


that, in the prefent Period: of the chriſtian Church, the mon- 
ſtrous Infidelity of the Times, is a moſt ungrateful Return for 
the Labours of Thoſe, who have very honourably devoted their 
Abilities, and, in ſome Inſtances perhaps, their Lives, in eſta- 
bliſhing the Divinity of our moſt holy Faith. And yet; * this 
very Revelation, which juſtifies itſelf from the Creation of the 
World; which tells you every Truth, that a wiſe Man would 
be glad to hear; which is ſupported by all the Authority, that 
an omnipotent God can give it; and confirmed, with all tlie 
Evidence, that human Teſtimony can afford, is to be ſlighted, 
as of no Weight, againſt a few bold Aſſertions of weak Mor- 
tals, who exceed their F ellow-creatures i in Vanity, in Affecta- 
tion, and K 


. iu ſtrate the Vi Zam 97 Godi in the moral, the ceremonial, 
and the political Inſtitutes of the jewiſh Conſtitution, with mi- 
nute Diſcrimination,. is an Undertaking, which would far ex- 
ceed the Limits of our Time. Let it be enough, to remark, 
that it was A TuRORACY. A Species of Government, Which 
was not only peculiar, but which neceffarily- muſt be, in it's 
very nature, the moſt ſublime, and the moſt perfect of all Le- 
giſlatures---for, it is the Legiſlature of Heaven itfelf ! At pre- 
ſent, however, our Ideas muſt be more general---and our Ob- 


ſervations be applied to * at . conſidered: 85, Tus 
Wispo or Gop. * a 


And 


4 9 | =_ 
And fuch, it is uniformly repreſented, in all the inſpired Re- = 
cords. How, indeed, is it poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe! | | 
For, as ſoon as ever it is proved, and admitted, that a-Revela- = | 
tion #5 from God, THE oNLY w1sE Go, it muſt immediately 3 | 
follow, as an unavoidable Corollary, that, it is infallibly true, 
and infinitely wiſe. Every Tdea, which it becomes us to en- bil 
tertain of the Operations of the ſupreme Intellect, muſt lead us. =_— 
to ſuppoſe, there is no ſearching of his Underſtanding---that, ö 1 
the Depth of his Wiſdom is unfathomable---and that, it is, 1 ll! 
therefore, the right Reaſon, as well as the bounder Duty, of 1 [ 
all created Intelligencics, to admire; to celebrate, to adore it. il | 
The Revelation of the Bible is to be acknowledged, and re- ij 


ceived, as The Wiſdom of God, becauſe He is the divine Au- 

thor of it. Nothing is to be treated as Scripture, i in this exalted 

Senſe, but what has been given us by his own Inſpiration; ang 
delivered to us, inſtrumentally, by holy Men of God, who 

ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. As to the Na- 

ture of that Inſpiration, it is not the Subject now before us; 

but, the moſt conſummate Argument perhaps, which can be 

adduced in atteſtation of it's Reality, is, the ſurprizing Har- 
mony, Connection, and Agreement of the ſeveral com ponent 

Parts of that moſt perfect Syſtem of Divinity and Truth, = 
' which has been tranſmitted to us from Heaven, at ſundry * Tn: ” | | 
in divers. Manners; and through- Variaus cs oy Feu 1 
' of en Thouſand Y ears RT {a 
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Fe 1 0 1. 
The facred Scriptures, it may be obſerved again, in zuſtif. 
cation of the Title, which is here aſſigned them by the Perſian 
Monarch, contain a very intereſting Account of the moſt il- 
luſtrious Diſplay of the Wiſdom of God, that ever did, and, it 
may be, ever. will, or can, deſerve the Attention of all created 
| Intelligencies---t# The ſuperlative Effulgence, or Manifeſta- 
tion, of all the Perfections and Glories of the Deity, in the Plan 
of Salvation, revealed to us in the- Goſpel. The firſt Intima- 
tion of which, was adminiſtered to our diſconſolate Parents, for 
their Relief, upon their expulſion from the bliſsful Scenes. of 
Paradiſe---the Promiſe of which, was the Support of. all the 
faithful Patriarchs--=the Prefiguration of which, was ſtrikingly 
| exhibited in all the ceremonial Inſtitutes and Sacrifices---the 
Aſſuranre of which, was kept alive by the almoſt uninterrupted 
Voice of Prophecy---and the very Sum and Subſtance of which, 
was preſented to the World in the Perſon and Character of our 


incarnate Gop and SAVIOUR, Jzsus CHRIST. 7 


= b of. a'very common and perfil Spear of the 
| Works of God, which force themſelves upon his ſight, and by | 


which he is every where ſurrounded, it Datel 
40 read the 9 ber great 9 


To the genes Rofurckes of a phil abe Mind i into uni- 
verlal N ature, how much more nen and inſtructive are 


the Diſcoveries of the Wiſdom of God! Who is there among 
us, at all devoted to ſuch Contemplations, as Theſe, that is not 
ever ready to exclaim, O Lord, how manifold are thy Works ! | 
in Wiſdom haſt Thou made them All | The Earth is full of the 


Riches ! ſo is the great and wide Sea alſo | and, when I con- 
fider thy Heavens, the Work. of thy Fingers, the Moon and the 


art mindful of Him, or the Son of man that Thou fo regardeſt 


the * obs 


14 _ 
* 
Te 


6 al, and nn Wen n * in 


Father's glory, the Ful LESS of the Godhead, is That Ope- 
ration. of this Attribute, which muſt for ever ſhipwreck all the 


leave the nobleſt Exertions of human Eloquence in that. fort 
of piaus Confuſion and Retirement, which is infinitely more than 


ruptible Body is preſſing down the incorruptible Soul, have no 
other Mode of uttering: what They feel, in the more direct View 
Lo GO by ene eternal Repetition. of, HALLELU Jan! ! 


Stars which Thou haſt ordained, Lord, what is Man, that Thou | 


Him ! O Lord, our Lend, how * is thy Name in all. 


— Emanatians af the divine Sapience, The Wiſdom of 
God in the Perſon of Tur MzsstAn, the BxicuTuess of his 


powers. of Language, in point of adequate Deſcription ; and 


Expreſion | The Spirits of the juſt made perfect, where no cor- 


t ] 1 

And indeed, we have very ſufficient Authority to believe, | 
that the ultimate Deſign of God, in the Creation of the World 

En the Revolutions of it's ſeveral Empires---initheir ſucceſ- 
- five Periods---and in all the great Outlines of divine Provi- 
| dence; of his nn and Diſpenſations towards the Children 
of Men, has been directed to this wonderful Point, 1 The 
Wiſdom of God, in the grand Scheme of RO 2 

is n. n Focus- heir End. 


4 


& 
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. To this fe@ y you real, in FE Gr of 122 From 
wrhence theſe Sentiments are derived, The preaching of the 
Croſs, is, to them that periſb, Fooliſhneſs ; but, to us, who are 
ſaved, it is the Power of God. For it is written, I will deſtroy 
85 the Wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing the Under- 
ſtanding of the prudent. Where is the Wiſe ? where is the 
Scribe? where is the Diſputer of this World? Hath not Gov | 
made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World ? For after that, in be 
Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not GOD, it 
2 pleaſed God, by the Fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them that 
believe! For the Jews require a Sign, and the Greeks ſeek after 
Wiſdom ; but We preach CuRIST CRUCIFIED=<-unto the 
: Jews, a Stumbling-block ; and unto the Greeks, Fooliſhneſs : | 
but, unto Them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Chriſt the Power of God, and THE WIS DOM of God.“ 


And 


1 

5 13 . 1 
1 5 
i 


a 8 Unto Me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all 4 "| | 4 
Sainte; is this Grace given, that I ſhould preach | among the 43 1 
Gentiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt— to the Intent, tht — "i 
now, unto the Principalities and Powers in heavenly places | 
might be made known * the Church THE MANIFOLD lie- 0 . 
vow of GOD. „„ Ll or | e ll 

„ if 

Aud once more---<* Beware, leſt any Man 9500 you, end | | 
Philobphy and vain Deceit, after the Traditions of Men, after | | 
the Rudiments of the World, and not after CuRIST. For, in l| 
Him are hid all the Treaſures of En 2d Knowledge.” . ö | 


The Oracles of God may indeed be conſidered as deſerving | i 
this exalted Title, which was given them by the caſtern Prince, „ | 
not only becauſe They are his own Oracles, and becauſe They 1 
exhibit to us the moſt amazing Illuſtration of his unbounded 5 | | | 


Wiſdom ; but alſo, becauſe they furniſh us with a ſuperna- 

tural Communication of the Judgment of God, reſpecting, 

What is the true Wiſdom of his intelligent and immortal Crea- 

tures. And therefore, the Religion of the Bible is called, with | 

the firigeſt Propriety, The Wiſdom, which is from above, and 

which cometh down from The Father of Ane oath 8 


In this TC Ri &f the Judgment of God, 
which N be eee to Truth, we are :nftru Qed, 1 
88 Acquiſition a 


— Fr Pr 2 TRE PRONE: 
— D D iT 


Chriſtianity ? what is it's Excellency ? what it's Advantages? 


5 F 8 
Acquiſition of Riches---the Poſſeſtion of Honours---the En- 
joyment of Pleaſure---or the Attainments of human Science, 
are not the proper, the higheſt Wiſdom of rational Beings 5 that, 


all theſe Things are, in a comparative point of view, Vanity in 


their Nature, and in their End, Vexation---and that, To fear 


God, and keep his Commandments, i is THE WHoLE of Man---" 
a Wi king his en ; and his Bl, 1250 


Should it ever be n herafoen, by any of us, n is 
the Nature of this Revelation,, which is. the very. Baſis of 1 


what it's Sufficiency ? Let it be enough to reply, to- ſuch im- 


| — ao (> Wa is, THE WisDoM or GOD. 


| What then. is the TY 10 it nem every one of 


us to make, of the ſacred Writings, whatever may be our Ran 


in the Scale of Dignity, of Intelligence, or of moral Cha- 
tacter ?---Indulge me in the Liberty of aſſerting, that, . It is 
the Honour of every Dignity---it is the Brightneſs of the (firſt 

Intelligence it is the Glory of the greateſt Character, to ſtudy | 


them, to admire them, to recommend them: not merely with 
the Warmth, with which we may ſometitites celebrate the 
Productions of human Genius, but, with the Yeneration, the 
Gratitude, the Ardour, moſt juſtly due to the divine Wiſdom. 
For, if there be any Wiſdoin, which, in m_— Intereſt, of 


— of Perfection, may be Sad, to- Wade 


: - 
— - 


cation and Zeal, it is ſurely This. . And, upon no Principle of 
right Reaſon---of ſound Policy- --of amiable Benevolence, can 
any Man be juſtified in his poſitive, or even negative, Diſregard 
of that Revelation, which has ſo much moral Certainty of it's 
being the Wiſdom of God. The Progreſs of philoſophic 
Infidelity in this Iſland reflects diſtinguiſhed Infamy on thoſe, 
| who promote it: it ſhews a Mind depraved and warped from 
it's beſt Direction; and, with all it's Parade of Science, and 
Philoſophy, and free Enquiry, averſe to the moſt exalted Ob- 
ject, that it may mix perhaps with leſs Reſtraint n 
Vices and Intereſts of the loweſt of it's Kin 2750 


Pn all n that i he for ever te- 
peating human Apologies for this Revelation? Apologies / for 
What? and, to Whom ?---Shall we apologize, for a Summary of 
Ethics, ſo ſublime in it's Princip/es---10 noble in it's Motroes 
_ -=»ſo beneficial, ſo extenſive, ſo univerſal in it's Ve? Shall we 
apologize, for a Syſtem, whoſe Author is, drvine ? whoſe Sub- 
ftance is, Truth? whoſe Ohe is, Saluation? Apologize 
to What ? and, to Whom ? To the Conceit, the Affectation, 
and the Sophiſtry of the Infidel ? to the Prejudice of the no- 
rant? to the Sport of the Triffer ? to the Perplexity and Con- 
fuſion of the Sceptic ? to the Depravity of the Sex/ua/? to the 
Pride of the Ambitious ? to the Impiety of the Profane ? Shall 
we apologize to Theſe, for Tux Wispom or Gop ?---PFar be 
from us ſo humiliating an Effort! For, to Deceney of Morals; 
2 to 


* by 


— „ 2 9 renn Dene, 5 We ˖ o ˙ͤ˙ô 1 


' A COR Wo \ 
to the Exerciſes of right Reaſon ; ta Strength of Mind; to Sen. 
ſibility of Heart; and to Benevolence of Soul, an Apology of 
this Kind would not oP be fuperfiuous, ; but 1 1 | 


If any Apr be Ne, let Them EY who are the 
Neglecters, the Deſpiſers, and the Enemies. of Chriſtianity; 
and, as ſuch, the Enemies of good Senſe, ſound. Argument, 
true Religion, and real Virtue. Let Them apologize, who can 
make a Sacrifice of the pureſt Dictates of heavenly Wiſdom, to 
the meaneſt Paſſions, that can diſgrace the Man---and' who, 
with all the. inſinuation of the moſt lucid Order; and with a 
ſweet and ſoothing Style, which glides like a Serpent under 
F lowers, can-attack a Revelation, which, if it had at the Sanc- 
tion of the Deity, and the Charms of inſpired Truth, ought to 
captivate by it's generous Deſign, and-it's ſalutary Effects. Let 
Them apologize, who can pervert and proſtitute the ſuperior Ta. 
lents, with which they are entruſted, to acquire the ignominious 
Fame, the empty Reputation of writing with Brilliaacy and Wit, 
and of ſpreading the Saen of their in e Productions 52 1 
The * of God. 


An * on their part, would be one Ni atleaſt, of 
the Recovery of the Rational, from the Madneſs of the Liber- 
tine, and the Cruelty of the Barbarian :: but, as for U;---whe- 
ther we review It in the multitude of Teſtimonies: given in 
favour of it; in it's s oppolition to all falſe Religions ; ; in the 


Purity 


| [71] 
Purity of it's End; in it's nderful Influence on the Heart of. 
Man ; in the Church; and on the general Society of Mankind ; 


common Law of our Country, or in the proportion, which it 
bears to natural Religion, and the jewiſh Diſpenſation, of which 
it is the Subſtance and Perfection; to apologize for Chriſtianity, 
would be, I had-almoſt faid, the ſevereſt Satire upon TRxurun, 
and Goop ; more ef; pecially, when we recollect, i The great 


Iidruiduals.. 


5 - 


By divine Knowledge, in order to diſtinguiſh it from every; 
other Species of Science, it may be moſt proper for us to un- 


Truths, which are, in ſome reſpects, peculiar to our Religion ; 
and whoſe-Origin,.or Source, is divine. And that, not a Know- 
ledge, which reſts in Speculation, but which, while it illumi- 
nates the Mind, affects the Heart, and influences the Life. A 
Knowledge, which informs and purifies. This is divine Know- 
ledge ;, or, as a convertible Phraſe,. true Religion. 


be ſaid to, conſiſt, in the ſtedfaſt Faith of the triune Gad---- 


in it' 8 Morality, | in it' 8 Myſterws, or in. it's eſſential Relation to ' 
the Glory of God: whether we contemplate it, as a Part of the 


Importance of divme Knowledge, or true Religion, to States and. 


derſtand, the Knowledge, or right Underſtanding of thoſe 


Upon the Admiſſion of b Preliminary, true Religion may 


bis. Exiſtence, his Perfections, and his Word: in the habitual 
Acknow- 


[8] 
Acknowledgment of his ſuperintending Providence: in the 


public, as well as private Worſhip of Him: and in praflcal | 
Obedience to his moſt holy Laws. | 4 


The Belief Gef A GOD, it is ſcarce neceſſary to remark, is 

the very Foundation, as well as one of the firſt Principles, of all 

| Religion. And the Belief of Tur TxIUne Go, is a fun- 
9 CR and eſſential Article * the chriſtian F aich. 


As to the nm of the Srine viva over all 
Worlds, Perſons, Events, and Things, it is a Poſition ſup- 
ported, as ſome have thought, by-the Light of Reaſon and Na- 
ture. Be that as it may, it is very clearly advanced, and runs, 
OE the Line of Life throu gh. the whole Volume c of Revelation. 
Another Link, in the e Chain of theſe Propoſitions, i is, 
the indiſpenſible Duty of public and private Worſhip. Who 
is there, that can with any juſtifiable Propriety diſunite the 
Ideas, and Relations of a Creator, a Preſerver, a moral Go- 
wernor of the World, and that pious, that avowed Homage and 
Veneration, which are due to ſuch a Being ! The Sentiment "= 
Devotion appears to be interwoven in our very Frame and Con- 
ſtitution. It is that particular Exerciſe of the intellectual 
Powers and Affections, which is at once the moſt congenial to 
.our Nature, the moſt honourable, and the moſt refined. Nor will 
1 be ſcrupulous to affirm, that, It will never be depreciated, or 


T4 1 


Aegina; but by Thoſe, who are entirely unacquainted with 
the true Dignity of Man---and whoſe cold, unfeeling, and un- 
grateful Breaſts have never glowed with thoſe becoming Emo- 
tions, which the Grandeur, the Government, and the Goodneſs, 
of the divine Being ſhould excite and inflame. 


willow that uniform, that 5 that perpetual Obe- 
dience to the Laws of the. univerſal. Legiſlator: of heaven and 
earth, which has ever been conſidered as an Ingredient in true 
Religion, it is needleſs to inſiſt upon it. It will never be ſo 
much as queſtioned, except by thoſe, who are too ignorant to- 
eſtimate, or too abandoned to oe, the Inſtructions of ce- 

leſtial Wikdom. 


But now, if bin be expedient, that we ſhould have ju/t and 
proper Views of the divine Being, of the divine Providence, of 
he divine Will, and of divine Worſhip, no Demonſtration in 
Philoſophy can ever be more-concluſive than, The Neceſſity of 
divine Knowledge... From a very ſatis factory Conviftion of 
which, we may preſume it was, that the eaſtern Monarch gave 
it in ſo ſolemn Commiſſion to the jewiſh. Scribe, * after the 
| Wiſdom of God, which was i in his hand, to teach the people the 

Laws hs bir God, as well as of the ace 


As to the great e of this Knowled ge to Individuals, 


itis ſuch, * mw Character, and even the Capacity, to be 
; | 1 „ 
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1 
: alias is 7. hat, and That-alone, I apprehend, which conſti. 
tutes the eſſential Diſtinction between the Man and the Brute. 
N To reaſon, is, in ſome meaſure, a Property of both. But, 20 be 
religious, is the moſt exalted and diſcriminating Elevation of the 
human * above That of the Beaſts which 3 


Whatever is of the higheſt Im Serbe to Individuals, muſt 
be ſo to States which are only an Aggregate, or Compoſition 
of thaſe Individuals, aſſociated for the Security and Emoyment 
of the general Good. And the vaſt Impeftanceof divine Know- 
led ge, or a Senſe of Religion, to Them, is to be inferred from 
the Conſideration, that, without it, there could be neither Con- 
ſcience, Integrity, nor Truth.: the ſacred Obligation of an Oath | 
itſelf would for ever ceaſe: and, inſtead of legal Power and due 
- Submiſſion, we ſhould meet with little elſe, beſide the Diſtrac- 
tions of Anarchy, and the Tyranny of Oppreſſion. 


No Qbſervation:therefore has ever been offered to our Conſi- 
deration with greater Propriety, than that, religious Knowledge 
has a direct Tendency to improve the ſocial Intercourſe of Men, 
and to aſſiſt them in co-operating for the common Benefit. It 
is the great Inſtrument of civilizing the Multitude, and form- 
ing them to Union. It tames the Fierceneſs of their Paſſions, 
and ſoftens the rudeneſs of their Manners. There is much 
Reaſon to doubt, whether any regular Society ever ſubſiſted, or 
could ſubſiſt in the We: deſtitute of all une, Ideas and 


f's 


Prin- 


Tam] 


Piinciples. The wiſeit Legiſlators of old, throu oh the hole 
Progreſs of their Syſtems of G overnment, conſidered — 
* to oi Polity. * 
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To the Nomur of the chriſtian Religion, in particular, be it 
noticed, that, It repreſits the Spirit of licentiouſneſs and ſe- 


wake » 
+ 
S 
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n dition. It inculcates the Duty of ſubordination to lawful Su- 0 11 
it periors. It requires us to fear GOD, to honour the Kino, | | 
and to meddle not with them, who are given to change.” And, „„ | 
as I will be bold to affirm, that, The conſcientious Obſervance, i - 
„cc only ro fort Chapters in the facred Code, would operate N | 
more effectually to the Peace, the Order, and the Proſperity of 2 
p the Commonwealth, chan all the Statutes, Records, Digeſts, | 


and Reports, that have been compiled from The Time of Me 
ny, or from 2 be Saxon Era, to the preſent Period. 


In ſhort, whether we center Religion as the Duty, the - 
Ornament, or the Happineſs of Society, it's Importance is ſu- 
preme-=-1s unſpeakable---is perpetual. It is the only Security of 
Virtue and of Morals, through all the various Ranks of the 
Community: and, after all we can advance, reſpecting the Dic- 
tates of natural Conſcience, the Inſtinct of Benevolence, the Ope- 7 
rations. of Shame, and the Principle of Honour, where This is 
wanting, © a general Corruption of manners muſt neceſſarily, 
ſucceed. The Multitude will have no ſufficient Barrier, to 


| reſiſt the encroachments of Vice. Their tumultuous Paſſions 
D 2 ATE will 


(=1] | 
will iy them, like the Sons of Riot, to every Exceſs of in- 
dulgence ; will ſubmit to no Order, or Decorum ; will forget 
the reverence of Magiſtracy, and the reſpectful Deference due 
to their Superiors ; and, like a Deluge let looſe, will pour them. 
ſelves abroad to the deſtruction of all Society, Temperance, Fru- | 
| gality, and Labour.” ---When Religion is gone, farewell Liberty! 
farewell 7 ruth ! farewell every Thing, which can aden the 
Ci itizen, the Noble, the Cbri Jens. and the Mey. 


we muſt haſten however FER this n wy our - ſubject, to 
take a very conciſe View, of that Harmony, or Alliance between 
Religion and civil Policy---between the divine and human Legi/- 
lation, which is very clearly intimated, at leaſt, when it is faid, 
2 And thou, Ez kA, after the Wiſdom of thy GOD, which 
is in thine hand, ſet Magiſtrates, and Judges, which may judge 
all the people, all ſuch as know the Laws of thy God; and 
teach ye Them, who know them not. And whoſoever will 
not do the Law of thy GOD, and the Law of the KING, let 
Judgment be executed upon him ſpeedily, whether i it be unto 
. Death, or to TO, or to Cn of . or to 
Imprj ifonment.” 


In a few Words, it wil require no uncommon degree of 
; 8 I apprehend, to diſcover the grand Outline of every 
Idea, we are 8 to entertain, on ervil Government--- 


however 


e 1 
however diverfified the Modes of Adminiſtration. For, can we 


examine the contents of this Charge, the particulars of this 


Commiſſion, without being reminded of the Iegiſlative, the ju- 


Conſtitution ? Does it not recolle& to us the Variety and Degrees 
of Crimes and Offences, which may be committed againſt Reli, 


gion, and againſt our Country---enforcing, at the ſame time, the 


very neceſſary Doctrine of Proportion between thoſe Crimes, and 
their reſpective Purhments ? And, can it be denied, that it holds 


out to us, in a way of virtual Implication, the perfect Con- 


ſiſtency there is between Religion and Policy---between divine 


and human Legiſlation ? inſinuating, as I ſhould conceive, that, 


the Spirit of the former ſhould be the Model of the latter; and, 


that Both ſhould lend * n AN E the * of — 


other. EC” 


0 Religion and Government, ſays an admirable Writer of our 
own Age, are the two great Foundations of Order and Comfort 


among Mankind. Government reſtrains the Outrages, which 


would be ſubverſive of Society, ſecures the Property, and de- 


tends the Lives of it's Subjects. But the Defe# of Govern- 


ment is, that human Laws can extend no further than to the 


Afions of men. Though they protect us from external Vio- 
lence, they leave us open on different ſides to be wounded. By 
the Vices, which prevail in Society, our Tranquility may be 
diſturbed, and our Lives in various ways embittered, while Co- 
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dicia, and the - executive Branches of every political State, or 
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by this means, it aſcends: to the Sources of our Conduct. Nor 
would the wiſeſt Syſtem of eee 


* 9 ---and, that to reign, for their Felicity, is his higheſt Honour, 


7 generous Ardour to promote their real Good ? =-=Iti is The Wiſ- | 


| „ ms 
vernment can give us no Nedreſs. Rx TI to alone ſupplies 
the Inſufficiency of Lau, by ſtriking at the very Roo? of thoſe 
Diſorders, which occaſion ſo, much Miſe: in the World. It's 
profeſſed Scope is, to regulate the Tenper and Inclination.” And, 


happineſs. of Mankind, if it did not derive aid from Religi 
ſoftening the Diſpoſitions of Men, and checking any — 
evil Paſſions, to Wn 20 en of Law nn 
extend. Lig ie | rr 20 115 . l 200 1 0 | 


| Neither hes are : 0 perations a 3 PE TAE of; Re- 
eien leſs conſequential with reſpect to, thoſe, who. govern, than 
to thoſe, who are governed. It is the eaſy: Taſk of human Le- 
gi iſlatures to mark out, with Diſtinction and Accuracy, the Office 
and the Duties of a King, a MAGISTRATE, and a JUDGE. | 
They may tell us, that, it is the Duty and the Office of a Kinc, | 
«to be the Protector, the Guardian, and the Father of his people 


his Dignity, his Glory. But, can T hey. give him any moral Ex- 
cellence? can They inſpire him with, ſuch a Spirit, as this 7 
They may reſtrain him, in ſome degree, from the actual Com- 
miſſion of political Evil; but, can They animate him with a a 


dom of God, and a Senfe of Religion alone, which i is compe- 


| tent to all this And therefore it was, an expreſs ae of 
the 


I 2 


4 . 


the moſt High, concerning the ſupreme Governor in the zewi 
state, It ſhall come to paſs, that, when he ſitteth upon the 
Throne of his Kingdom, He ſhalt write him a Copy of this 


Law [the divine Laws] in a Book--- And it ſhall be with him, 
and he ſhall read therein all the Days of his Life; that he may 


learn to fear the Lord his God. to keep all the words of this 
Law, and to do them; that his heart be not lifted up above his 
Brethren ; and that he turn not aſide from the Senken treat. 
to the Wan band, or to . left.” — 


: n ene bie No human Legiſlatures to pre- 
ſcribe the official Character of a JupGE ; they may delineate the 


beſt Qualifications of Thoſe, who ought to fill the Seats of Juſ- 
tice. They may inform us, how neceſſary it is, that, they 
ſhould be Perſons of extenſive juriſprodential Knowledge---of 
clear” Conception---of ſound Judgment---and, above all, of 
fingular- Integrity of Mind ; of perſevering Patience; and of 


conſcientious Impartiality. But, can They poſſeſ them of this | 


Intigrity,' this Conſcience, this Purience, this Impartiality ?--- 


It is the ſublime Prerogative of The Wiſdom of God, and an. 


internal Senſe of his Religion, to endue them with:ſuch charac- 
teriſtic Requiſites, as Theſe. And, therefore, it is ſaid to 


Them, in the divine Statutes, C Hear the Cauſes between your 


Brethren, and judge righteouſly between every man and his bro- 


ther, and the ſtranger that is with him. Ve ſhall not reſpect | 


in * but you ſhall hear the Small as well as the 
Great : * 


N 
* 1 


Great: you ſhall not be afraid of the fage of Man, for hz 
judgment i is GOD's. Take heed what you do; for ye judge 

not for Man, but for the LORD, who is with you in the 

| judgment. Wherefore now, let the Fear of the Lord be upon 
you---take heed, and do it: for there is no Iniquity with the 


Lord pur God, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts. 
And wbat Cauſe ſoever ſhall come to you of your Brethren, be- 


tween blood and blood, between Law and Commandment, Sta- 
; tutes and Judgments, ye ſhall even warn them that they tre eſpaſe 
=_— againſt the Lok p. Thus ſhall ye do, in the fear of the Lord, 


. faithfully, and with a perfect Heart. Deal 3 and 
the Lord Joes. be with the Good. 


It is no very endo Undertaking, I 1 for the Le- 

3 giſlature to point out the ſpecific Obligations of inferior Ma- 

-  GISTRATES, in their reſpective Stations. They are obviouſly 

to be collected from the Nature and End of civil Communities. 

But, what then? A Magiſtrate without a Senſe of Religion 

without The Wiſdom of God i in his hand, and in his heart, 

will proſtitute | the very Power, with which he is entruſted, to 

the baſeſt purpoſes---and, inſtead of being the Ornament, will 
be the Diſhonour of che Station » he is appointed to InP: 


. with The Wiſdom of God for his Counſellor and his 
Spike he will underſtand, that, He is to be A Man of 


7 ruth, Os: me that, Rulers are not a Terror 
to 


to) 


0 000 Works; but to the Evil---" that, « He 1 is The My 
ae of Gato us fr od and « Revenger, to execute wrath 
1 him, that doeth evil. | 


" 


And here, let me be permitted to obſetve, that the firſt great 


Object of all human Legiſlation ſhould be, to prevent thoſe 


Evils, which may reſult from the Weakneſs and Depravity of 


our common. Nature ; or, perhaps, from the very Conſtitution 
of civil Society itſelf. For, though it be confeſſed, that, So- 


ciety muſt have for it s Origin the apparent Probability of ſome 


greater Benefits, than could have been enjoyed without it, So- 


ciety will generate it's own peculiar Inconveniencies. And, 


when, through the prodigious Influx of Riches, the Increaſe of 
Luxury, an univerſal Spirit of Diſſipation, the relaxed. Nerves 


of executive Government, and a total Indifference, not: to ſay 


Contempt of all Religion, , theſe Evils are grown. to ſuch a 
pitch of Enormity, as to bid defiance to Shame---as to be writ- 
ten, as it were, in Capitals, that whoſo. runneth, may read 
them; there is A Point of Union, in which the King, the Fudge, 
the Magiſtrate, the Miniſter, and.the Patriot ſhould meet and, 

a Co- exertion of Mind, of Influence, and of Authority ſhould 


invigorate them All, in the Service of their Rz11610n, theys 


. and the Laus. 5 


Among 


I 28 . 

18806 theſe Fils, which are thus ſtalking abroad | in 1 open 
Day, and which ſeem to glory in their Infamy, where is the 
Heart, that is not ſteeled with Apathy, but what muſt lament 
that diſgraceful Proſtitution, which is the Scandal of our Streets, 
and the Ruin of our Youth ? An Evil---on account of which, 
the offended Eye, and the inſulted Ear, of Modeſty and Virtue, 
are afraid to paſs; and which, but to mention, were enough to 
ſhock their Delicacy, if the Neceſſity of the thing were not an 
all-ſufficient Excuſe. But where is. the Benevolence, the Hu- 
manity, which does not ſympathize with the bleeding Heart of } 
many a tender, worthy Parent? or that can behold, with un- 
feeling Indifference, the general Corruption both in Mind and 
Manners of the riſing Generation ?--- How far this abounding 
Immorality may admit of Correction or Cure, muſt be left to 
the Wiſdom of thoſe, from whoſe Peculiarity of Situation, the 


nobleſt Efforts for the 8 Good . W be expected 
e VV 


85 Nor can 1 forbear to mention, upon this ſeaſonable Occa- 
Gon, that moſt ſhameleſs Profanation of the Sabbath, which ob- 
tains at this moment among people of every Deſeription ; ; and 
which, among the loweſt Orders, has received it's encourage- 
ment and ſupport from the inexcuſable, the indecent,” the im- 

moral, and, I will call it, the mbnman Example, which is ſet 

them 1 thoſe of the —_— Rank. Fre 


1 have 


; 1 20 J ARS. 9 
1 have termed it an inhuman Bre ple, from the Conſidera- 


tion of the ſurprizing Influence, which The Manners of the Great 
are known to have, upon the Bulk of mankind; and, from a 


very ſerious Conviction too, that, to this general Profanation | 
of the Sabbath---this irrational, Inattention to the vaſt Im- 
portance of Religion---this brutal Neglect of it's public Inſti- 
tutions, you may. aſcribe that multitude of Suicides.— that In- 
creaſe of Duels---that diſregard of the ſacred Obligation of an 


| Oath---your crouded Priſons---and the many unfortunate Sa- 
crifices to the penal Juſtice of the Legiſlature, which are ſo 
mee by Fo nn. * pious, and the humane. 


Whether, or no, the Aiſtinguiſhing Features of the PER 
Times, as to Religion and Morals, may bear a Similitude to 
thoſe, in which the Son of God himſelf was a Preacher upon 


the Earth, may be a Queſtion of doubtful Diſputation. Of 
Them however it was ſaid, Whereunto ſhall I liken the 
Men of this generation? It is like unto Children fitting in the 


markets, and calling unto their Fellows, and ſaying, We have 


piped unto you, and ye have not danced---we have mourned 


| unto you, and ye have not lamented.---But Wiſdom is juſtified 
of all her Children.” --- And as for Thoſe, by whom ſhe is not 
accepted, not approved, be their Acquiſitions in human Science 


ever ſo profound, ſo ſplendid, or comprehenſive, they are the 


Children of Folly and Irreligion ; and, notwithſtanding the 
Scorn, wich which They may think fit to treat the Idea, where 
9 E „ 
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is the Man of public Spirit, where'is the Man of moral Virtue, 


1 0 30 1 W 


where is the Man of cbriſtian Character, who, even at this 
diſtant Period, does not venerate the Conduct, the zealous 
Magnanimity, of that Hero for his GOD, h contended with 
the Rulers and the Nobles, as well as with the Commonalty of the 


Land, and ſaid, . Why is Tux Hovsz or Go ronsak E! 
and, What evil Thing is 122 OY do; re 


mn, * 9d eee e ee e 


7 
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I call n upon every One en u che Ane * 


sox, of RELIGION, and of God; in the name of PATRI- 
 OTISM, my Coux r R, and it's Laws ; beſceching you, at the 


fame time, to diſcriminate between the Duty of the Office, 


and the Inſignificance of the Speaker; I call upon you, by 
whatever Titles you may be honoured, and in whatever Situa- 
tions you may be placed, to ſtudy, to admire, to recommend 


the Wispom of GOD in his divine Revelation, TRE SACRED 


SCRIPTURES. The more elevated your Rank, the more ex- 
tenſive your Influence ;. the more conſequential your Example ; 
the greater your Obligations; and the more ſolemn. your Ac- 


count, at the We of the great n of final Audis and of 


dread Deciſion. 34 


a hs midſt 4 call 0 the Powers 2 Taz 0 th with which we 


are enchanted---the Beauties of Painting. with which we are 
5 furmounded, and meet -= Fo orce of Fm. ang Orang. 


by 


> 
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by which we are inſtructed, and aſtoniſhed- the Univerkality | 
of Commerce, by which we are enriched---the Perfection of 


Policy, for which we are ſo renowned---and the ſurprizing Im- 


provements in every human Art and Science, for which we are 
ſo juſtly celebrated, Heaven forbid, that we ſhould be ſo fallen, 


ſo degenerate, as to forget, aut THz nn, and 
Tun * of our Gon 3 4; | "WE; 


* 4 

x 4 * k 
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| Upon the whole, and in the Behalf of Generations, which 


are yet unborn, it will be a momentary, and, I truſt, a very de- 
cent Gratification of thoſe Senſibilities, which do honour to our 
Nature, to wiſh; and to hope, Tra! this great and under- 
ſtanding Nation may never be without a' SovEREIGN, like 
Him, who now ſways the Scepter of theſe Realms; and governs 
them, in Peace and Proſperity, not more by the Laws, than 


buy the taint of a contented and a mls PR 


EY the een and 1 Maier A ne TE ſheer 
celebrated in the Annals of this Empire, for their Knowledge, 
to diſcern; their Inpartiality, to weigh; their Integrity, to de- 
cide; and their righteous Magnanimity, attempered with a be- 


coming Clemency, to execute the Laws, of which: they are ap- 


pointed the Guardians, and the Defence ! May they always be 
ſuch, as Samuel would have choſen Men, who with the Spirit 
of an . would write e own Names upon the my 


1 


f F 4 
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if they were to be baniſhed for being juft / Or, like Him, 
who, in the momeſiit of ſevereſt Trial, could ſay, I have 

: neither Head, nor Life, which I prefer to the Love of Gop, the 

Service of my Kino, and the Good of my Coun TRY.” 5 


Tur the MinisTeRs of our inimitable Eſtabliſhment, ac- 
cording to their Diſtinctions and Departments, like the im- 
mortal Ezra, with the Wiſdom of God in their Hearts and in 
their Hands, may be nobly ambitious to excel l the Miniſters of 
every other Kingdom under Heaven, in teaching the People to 

| know, and to obey, the Laws of their Gop, and of their KING“ 
As they are The Me fſengers of the Churches,' may they be The 
Glory of Chrift ! As they are The Stewards of his Myſteries, 
may their Fidelity be as ſtrict, as their Truſt is important! As 
they are The Servants of the moſt high God, may it be the Su- 
preme of their Felicity, to ſhew to the Sons of Immortality and 
Glory, The Way of Salvation. And, amidſt all the Refine- 
ments of Philoſophy, the Affectations of Infidelity, and the 
Wildneſs of Scepticiſm, with which theyre encompaſſed; may 
they be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in their Adherence to the Sim- 
plicity of the chriſtian Faith---and be animated with that pious | 
Sublimity of Soul, with which St. Paul himfelf was inſpired, 
when, in the Areopagus at Athens, and in the Forum at Rome, 
he was determined to know Nothing among them, ſave Jz- 
sus CuR18T; and Him. cRuciFie.” And why f For 
there is no Salvation in . Other. I am the Wav, the 


Txurn, 


1 2 1 


Tab and the Lirz---n0 Man cometh unto the Faber 
but I” , * 4a... 


And, when all the ſtupendous Scenery, which has been exhi- 
bited to our View, im the Works of CrxEATION---in the Won 
ders of ProviDeEnCE---and in the grand Scheme of Repzeme- 
TION, ſhall for ever cloſe ; when the Angel of the Lord ſhall ; 
ſtand upon the Sea and upon the Earth, ſhall lift up his Hand 
| to Heaven, and ſwear by Him, that liveth for ever, that there 

ſhall be Ti ime 10 Unger, for that Tuz MysrERY or Gon is 
ſiniſhed; after having ſuſtained the reſpective Characters of 
King, Judges, Magiſtrates, and Miniſters---of Men, of Citi- 
zens, and Chriſtians---may We be found among that bleſſed 
Aſſembly, which, in the immediate Contemplation: of all the 
moral Beauties and Perfections of TE TRIUnNE Gop, and un- 
der that celeſtial Glow of Adoration, with which ex will then 


ann. thall unite in faying,. 


« Worthy is Tur Las, which was ſlain, to receive Power, 
and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Stren gth, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Blefling.” 


0 Bleſſing, and 1 ab Glory, 1 Pots, be unto Him. 
that fitteth. upon the Throne, and unto TRE Laws for ever, 
and ever. F 
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P * 6. Not Artaxerxes Abaſuerus, be.] See Dean Prideaux's Connections. 
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rage 7. The Ting of all Antiquity ; of Prophecy ; of Miracles,” e.] see 
Stillingfleet's Origines ſacræ—Lardner s Credibility, &c.—Boyle's 9 
ann e % pr aa 


ithagi 8. A few bold Aſfertions of weak Mortals, who exceed, 40 ses Leland's 
Men of Deiſtical Writers. | 


7 5 : # n q 7 x 1 ay. * K+ * | ; 


Page 10. The frft Intimation of which, &c.] Gen. ili. rg. with Hebr. H. 1416. 


The Profiuration of which, ve. Compare the Book of Leviticw with the ain. 


. The Aſſurance SHO AY alive, &.] 1 Pet. i. 1012, with 2 Pet. i. 1621, 

' The Sum and Subſtance. of which, &c.) Matt. v. 17, 18. with-Rom. x. 4. 80 

chat Jesvs CHR18T is to be conſidered as the central Point, in whom all W 
Propheg, Promiſes Dpa, and Dann may be ſaid to meet. 


Page 13. 
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matter of Common Law, comprehends the courfe of Deſcents ;. ſeveral Rules of Pro- 
perty . the Prerogative in it's utmoſt extent; the ] uriſdiction of Courts; the Practice 


fiiled,, the,Cu/fos Morum.of the Kingdom. 


Erudition and Accuracy, in. Warburton's divine Legation of Moſes... | as "1 


Page 13. Beware left any Mas jpeil you Pr Philefophy, c.] See an erten - 4 1 
ive and critical View of this Paſſage in, ** Thoughts on the diftin& Provinces of Fi 3 
Revelation and Philoſophy printed by Fauler in Bond-Street. | 


Page 16. To Senfbility of Heart, and Benevolence of Soul, an Apology, &e;} see 
Beattie's Eſſay on Truth; and, Gregory's comparative View, &c.— 


Page 17. As a Part of the common Law of our Country, &c.) © The general 


of thoſe Courts ; the Forms of many Oaths ; the Rules of expounding Acts of Parlia- 
ment; various particular Cuſtoms ; and the general Nature and Puniſhment of many 
Crimes ;, with regard to which Chriſtianity, as well as the Law of Nature, have ever | 
been conſidered as part of the Common Law; and flagrant and public violations of 
either, are under the Cenſure of that great Court that. has. been, not improperly, . 


| Page 20. The %% Legiſlators of: old, be.] See this iNluftrated, with uncommon. 


| Page 2 21. 0.0 * cine, my The Chapters dere added to are " 


| Rom, li. and 1 Cor. xi. 
«le mas firſt objefted by. Celle, that Chriſtianity was a mean religion, inculeating © © | 
ſuch a. pufilanimity and patience under affronts, ſuck a contempt of riches and 1 „ i 
worldly honours, as muſt weaken the nerves of civil government; and expoſe: a N 4 
Society of Chriſlians to the prey of the firſt invaders. This objection has been 4 
repeated by Bangle; and though fully anſwered by Bernard and others, it is ſtill the 1 
favourite theme of every E/prit fort © of our own: age: who think the averſion of 4 
. Chriſtians, | 
* | ; | 
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Chriſtians to the Baſineſs of war and government, «ag - Uifregard* to the 


10 public welfare.” To all that has been ſaid upon this. ſubjeR, it may with Juſtice, 1 
| think, be anſwered, that Chriſtianity troubles not [itſelf with ordering the eonſtitu- 
tions of civil Societies; but levels the weight of all it's influence at the hearts of the 


individuals which compoſe them; and as-Celſus ſaid to Origen, was every individual 
in every nation a goſpel Chriſtian, there would be neither internal injuſtice, nor ex- 
cernal war 3 there would be none of thoſe paſſions, which imbitter the intercourſes of 
civil life, and deſolate the globe. What reproach then can it be to a religion, that 
it inculcates doctrines, -which if univerſally practiſed would introduce univerſal Sran- 


| grillity, and the moſt exalted happineſs ** mankind.” 


Tf the Reader wiſhes toiſee this ſubject was at large with great Ability, let him 
conſult an excellent Diſcourſe on, « The Influence of COT on eĩvil — 
by the preſent Biſhop of Norwich. | 


*Page 23. "The Fariety and be Degrees of Crimes, xc. : Puffendorf, who is "28 
minute. in marking. the -Degrees of Delinquency, reckons thoſe Crimes to be moſt 


heinous, which directly tend to the Diſhonour of the Supreme Being; in the next 


Claſs, he ranks thoſe-which are offenſive to human Society in general ; then ſuch as 


diſturb the pablic Peace of the City; and after theſe, he places Crimes which regard 


Individuals, which he ſubdivides into Crimes affecting either Life or Member. In 
the next Rank, he claſſes Crimes tending to diſturb or defile private Families, of 
which Matrimony is the Support ; though Philo- Judzus, as he obſerves, ranks Adul- 

tery before Homicide. In the next Degroe, .he confiders Crimes which prejudice or 


| deſtroy thoſe Things which are ſubſervient. tu the Neceſfaries or Conveniencies of 
TT and in the laſt, thoſe which ae roo of the Citizen 


— who ſeems to agree in Subſtance with /Paenidurf, retina four De- 
grees of Crimes. Thoſe of the firſt Claſs, he ſays, Thock the Religion ; Thoſe of | 


the ſecond, the Morals; of the third, the: Peace ; and of the fourth, the Security, 


* . , 
of. Society. | 8 
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Theſe ſeveral Degrees of Delinquency correſpond, in a great Meaſure, with the Ar- 
rangement in the Decalogue, in which the Crimes reſpecting Religion and Morals 
are placed before thoſe which concern n. or the political Welfare of Society. 


But indeed thi any other Guide, we are led to this Aae by the obvious 
Direction of natural Reaſon, which teaches us that Cauſes are anterior to Effects. Of. 
fences againſt Religion and Morals, therefore, ſhould be conſidered i in the firſt Place, 
ſince they certainly are the Foundation of 8 other Species of Sn aatered 


This ſhews the Inaccuracy of the Diviſions in our criminal Laws, i. in which, by an 


erroneous and unnatural Arrangement, the Crimes againſt the primary Laws of Re- 
ligion and Morality are poſiponed to thoſe of a TING, which relat6<0 the. 


Ak Intereſt of Society. 


This perverted Order has been owing to the ſrange and * Diſtinction 
| which has been eſtabliſhed between moral and political Virtue ; a Diſtinction founded 


on Sophiltry, nurſed * State Policy, and rr vulgar Prejudice. 


Page 23. The very neceſſary Doctrine of Proportion, &c.) The Severity of our 
Criminal Laws is ot only an Object of Horror, but the Diſproportion of them is 2 
Subject for Cenſure.—All Degrees of Offence are confounded ; all Proportion of Pu- 
niſkment is deſtroyed. They ſeem to breathe the Spirit of Draco, who uſed to ſay, 
that he puniſhed all Crimes with Death, becauſe ſmall C:imes deſerved Death, and 
he could find no higher for the greateſt. 


But if we attend to Reaſon, the Miſtreſs of all Law, ſhe will tell us, that puniſh- 
ments ſhould, as nearly as poſlible, bear Proportion to the Offences committed; and 
that it is both unjuſt, and injurious to Society, | to  inflit n . in N where 
the 3 appears to ve n 


. As the Amber on Lord Chief Juſtice Hale obſerves, n Schoolmen' and 
Canoniſts were of Opinion, that Death ought not to be inflicted on Theft, but it was 
likewiſe the Senſe both of the _ and Roman Laws, and Hough, as his Lordſhip 

F Gods 


- ſays, the principal End of Puniſhment is to deter them from offending, yet it will na 
follow from thence, that it is lawful to deter them at any Rate and by any Means. 
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Obedience even to juſt Laws may be inforced by unlawful Methods. EP pare 
| | modus, ficut Rerum Reliquarum, ſays Cicero, in his ;Epiſtle to Brutus. And again, 
5 | in his firſt Book of Offices, Ei enim ulciſcendi ta puniendi Modus. 


What. a different Spirit breathes in our Syſtem of .Criman; 
guinary Complexion, we can trace but few Marks of Lenity. 


| Laws! An their fan. 


The moſt erivial 8 are ranked in an equal Dans of Guilt, with the 
moſt enormous Crimes. The pilfering Pickpocket, and the bloody Murderer, how- 
f ever diſtant in Point of Criminality, are condemned and. executed by one common 
Sentence, _ 
Anſtead of deſiring to ſave the Life of a Sinner, that he may turn from his Wicked. 
neſs, our Laws. cut him off in the Bloſſom of his Sins, and not only prevent the F rut 
of Repentance, but render Reparation impoſſible. 


The ſacred Law, however, teaches th Inſlitutions, and inſtructs us to pro- 
portion Puniſhments to the different Degrees of Offence. 
Dagge on Criminal Law. 


Ses alſo the late Grand Duke of Tuſcany? s Edif for the Reform of the criminal 

| Law in his Dominions. In the Preamble to which, the following Paſſage may per- 

| haps deſerve particular Attention. © With the utmoſt ſatisfaction to our pa- 
ternal feelings, we have at length perceived, that the mitigation of puniſhments, / 
joined to a moſt ſcrupulous attention to prevent crimes, and alſo a great diſpatch in 
the trials, together with a certainty and ſuddenneſs of puniſhment to real delinquents, 
has, inſtead of increaſing the number of crimes, conſiderably diminiſhed that of the | 
ſmaller ones, and rendered thoſe of an atrocious nature very rare. This is the 
*'' land of freedom, yet a practice is ſuffered to exiſt, which ſubjects a man to per- | 
_ petual impriſonment for a trifling debt he cannot pay, This is the country in | 
> | Do 750 „ 45 Wꝛhich 


which humanity ſhines with reſplendent luſtre, yet there are laws by which more than 
f/ty unhappy wretches are annually, in the metropolis alone, put to dearh by public 
axecution, and ſent to eternity with all their imperfections on their heads. 


Theſe are ſubjects that call loudly for a Reform.—Society is injured, and Chriſ- 
tianity ſhudders at their continuation—and eternal honours would blazon round that 
patriot's head, who ſhould explode ſuch evils from our laws, and baniſh ſuch impo- 
litic and barbarous cuſtoms from the realms of Britain. 

Page 23. Both fhould lend their mutual Aid, &c.) That there is in the nature of 
Sings, an Alliance between Religion and Government in general, for the reciprocal 
and common benefit of both, has been ſhewed by ſeveral writers; no where with a_ 
more elegant and maſterly preciſion: than in the Treatiſe called the Alliance between 
Church and State. And, The Law of this Country protects the Religion of it, by 
ſo far expreſily making Chriſtianity part of it's Syſtem, as to puniſh open violations 
of it —And at the ſame time when it eſtabliſhes a free toleration, as to many points 
of ceremony, by requiring a ftri& profeſſion of it's doctrines as a neceſſary 74 or 
qualification for admiſſion into the civil offices of the ſtate. And to this may be 

added, by giving no credit in judicial tranſactions to any aſſertion not verified by 
that ſolemn act of Religion called an Oath ; and therefore puniſhing tho breach of 

Oaths with ſach an exemplary ſeverity, as may in that inſtance protect and preſerve 

Religion itſelf. If it be aſked, In what manner Religion is ſubſervient to Govern- 

ment? The anſwer may be in one word, by alone furniſhing the true vital principle 

of obedience to laws themſelves ; without which, their reſtraints, with all their penal- 

ties, are mere Cobwebs. It may not be amiſs to add one reflection more on this 

ſubject, that the alliance above mentioned ſubſiſis between Religion and Government 
only to a certain degree; * that is, as they are ſubſervient to one common intereſt: 
but whoeyer would argue from thence, that they had not each their own particular 
end in view, independent of each other, would on one ſide moſt clearly aboliſh that 
Religion, which, from it's general principles, tends to preſerve both. A ſage of 
Greece had long ago determined, chat it was not in the power of laws io make 
men good and juſt.” It is not, indeed, the intention or end of Government or of 
. 7 Law 
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but the end of Religion, one em venture to * 1s ꝗ— — 
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lg e des ef C 
verninent in general, is the happineſs of man, conſidere{ only as a member of ſociety: 


his whole _ 


— 


ne Bid e Ee | ſaid; is this that ee e 
the exereiſe of Religion, and guards it from open inſults ; that Religion, on the 
. contrary, more materially ſerves ſociety, by giving the only genuine active principle 
of obedience to Laws; and that too, even where the ſubjects of Laws are of no na. 


_ tural obligation, but founded on the mere exigence or convenience of Society : But 


that Laws themſelves are ſo very far from being à proper ſtandard of Religion or 
Morality, that there are many Vices materially affecting the individual, that they do 
not reſtrain ; and ſcarce any of thoſe virtues that conſtitute the peculiar excellence 
of the Chriſtian Religion, that they command, or even recommend. It was thought 
unneceſſary to give the detail that led to theſe concluſions ; every man's own heart, 


that comments impartially on his Bible, will do it ſufficiently for himſelf. | © 


This ſhews that Civil and Moral Virtue, to be firm and unerring in their courſe, | 
however they may accidentally ſeparate in their paſſage, muſt both flow from the ſame 
great ſource, and ultimately terminate their view 15 the ſame nen ; the m_ 


"mw of Religion, and a future State. 


= 
wi 


Happy, it is for a Nation, when Religion co-operates with 4 and where, as 


- with us, it is of the moſt excellent kind ; and is eſtabliſhed by ava rkechs utmoſt 


purity, PO Ot TY TO rt a NAN 


„ oh 


n eee n debe ü Ap upon * ee poli- 


- tical expediency, and the public good, they are to be defended by the example of the 


divine Inſtitutions in the jewiſh late. For a PN: of as n to ert Dane J 


46 


Something of this Alliance n ars to be inſinusted in the Motto > to che royal 
Arms, and to the Arms of the Metropolis of the Kingdom. The former, it 
is N well known is, Dieu, & mon Drei. che latter, Domine, dirige Nos. 


| Is, | Page 27. 


| "E418 ] 
page 27. | The firſt great Oꝶjes of all human Legiſlation, c.] I cannot ſotbear 
embracing this Opportunity of recommending to the public, in the warmeſt manner, 


the Support and Encouragement of a great national Obje&——now in it's Infancy— 
and under the Patronage of that truly benevolent Patrician, The Duke of Leeds; 


and a eee eee the Title of, Taz PHILANTHROPIC 
| soir. , tat M et grey) on oye et 15 | 


— 


be taking place in the year 1787——a4 5s evident from 4 Characteriſtics of national 
Virtue and public Spirit —printed at that time for Faalder in Bond- Street. 


Pathos and Seriouſneſa, in an n little Tract, e 4. „ on the 
Manners of the Great''—ſqgld by Cadell, | 1041-92 


© Page 49. L Thae Ibn ef Suicides, Ke. Ki 13 ſomewhere not inelegantly ſaid, 
if 1 do not miſtake, That the Almighty hath levelled his Thunder, and planted all 


it, and has omitted no Methods of Love or Anger, Kindneſs or Terror uneſſayed, to 

preſerve Mankind from ſo monſtrous a Practice. The beneficent Creator, in order 
to ſweeten our Toil in paſſing through the World, and engage our Continuance in it 
till the proper Seaſon of Departure, has lighted us up with different Senſes, and be- 
| ſtowed a Variety of Objects to entertain and pleaſe them: He has given Colouring to 
symmetry, and Beauty to Proportion; made the Face of Nature fmile, and ſcat- 


„ as | 
noſt 


te- implanted-in us a ſtrong deſire of Life, and an almoſt inſuperable Apprehenſion of 
Diſſolution and Death: He has given us Self. love for che Preſervation of ourſelves, 

| and ſoft AﬀeRtions to keep us from invading the Life of others, and has ſtamped his 
al down ſacred Image on our Species, that it might be every where revered, and ſo has 


made Murder to be Sacrilege, whoever is the Object. He has declared himſelf the 


Page 27. There is a Point of Union, &c.] Something of this Sort appeared to 


Page 29. e Manners of the Great, c.] See this Subject conſidered with much 


his Batteries againſt Se/f-Murder. He has made Nature and Religion declare 2 ; 


' tered Chearfulneſs and Delight through all his Works. For further Security, He has 


t 


Lord of Life and Death, and has given an invariable Rate to Man, that Blood all 
be for Blood, and the Offender immediately ſummoned to his own Tribunal. He 
. that forbid Murder under ſuch Penalties, under the ſame alfo forbid all the Specie: 

| of it: And the Sort under Conſideration has all the Guilt of it's kind; is the ſame 
Affront to God, and Injuſtice to Society, with this particular Aggravation, that it is 
the laſt Act of the Doer ; and leaves no room for Repentance, which in other Caſes 
is poſũble: 1 8 . 


| Page 29. That increaſe of Deli, e.] It is hoped that a very melancholy Cir. 
cumſtance, juſt related in the public Papers, in an affair of this Nature, will-rouze 


the Legiſlature to the Adoption of ſome legal Meaſure to eradicate, if poſſible, this 
Monſtrous ies. 


ee two excellent at Charger en this Sue in the Works of Lord Chancellor Bacon : 


Page 29. Wiſdom is 2 ac. See an excellent Diſcourſe on this ee 
in n Dr. White's Sermons. | £ | | 


. 


| Tang 32» Th Wild if Ceepticiſm, &c.] See Dr. Browne's very ſeaſorable 
Eſſay on the Folly of Scepticiſm, Murray, FleeteSureet. 
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. | Juſt publ heb * the Jon Author, 


THE TEST or TRUTH, PIET Y, Aub ALLEGIANCE : 
A Sermon, delivered on the Day of Sacramental Qualification for the 


Chief Magiſtracy of the City of London; before the * Hon. the 
Lord — the Aldermen, and Sheriffs. 


RELIGION and LOYALTY, the Grand Support of the Britiſ 
Empire : A Sermon, delivered in the Cathedral-Church of St. Paul, 
January 30, 1790, before the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, the Court 
of Aldermen, &c. &c. being the Anniverſary of the Martyrdom of 
King Charles the Firſt. . . 


THE ESSENTIAL DEITY OF THE MESSIAH ; and the 
Great Importance of that Article of the Chriſtian Faith, to every 
conſcientious Member of the Church of England; conſidered, in a ; 

Sermon, preached in the Cathedral-Church of St. Paul, January 24, 
1790, being the firſt Sunday in Hilary Term. 


SCRIPTURAL VIEWS or Tus NATIONAL ESTABLISH- 
MENT conſidered as the Church of the Living God, and as the Pillar, 
and Ground of the Truth: A Charity Sermon, preached before the 
Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs, '&c. at the Opening of St. 


Michael's Church in Cornbill; on roſe the 28th of March, 1799; 
being Palm _— 


Speedily will be publiſhed, 


THE SURPRIZE or DEATH! a Commemorative Sor 
mn Character, Sufferings, and Crucifixion of the Son of God: 
delivered in St. Paul's Cathedral, before the Right Hon. the Lord 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, on April 2, 1790, being Good Friday. 


+ 
* 7 
* . 
4 
. FO A 1 
i 
" * © £2228 _ + 
* 7 : by; * 
0 * n 8 
> F. * * 
on * »* 
— 414 * 
i 1 * 
* »* , 5 
wx * * 
- - 1 
= ＋ 8 4 * 
S- 7 % 3... 
m * hy - 
4- . > 
Py 0” . : * 
. 
4* 
. or % 
* * 
0 ey * 5 
4 4 
Wide FR 5 


>» 
Wy # % * 
on 3 * 
: £ 
3 
92— 
N. 8 
8 3 
% & 89 * 
* * * 
* 9 
4 
= 
8 * = 
* 4 + * 
$1 er $6." - hs 2 
* 1 
* * 
1 ** * 4 * 
* 
22 — * 1 * 
% * 
” 
5 — F * 6 


* 5 * oy 
* * 
i 4 ö 
* OY 
PR IT + wad. 
* ys * 


N. 
| 


* 
. 
. 


» + 
* 
, A 
* 
* 
— 
* 
* ** | 
7 s 
« 
» 
1＋ * 0 — % 
* 
* 


* 
IF 
7 


» 
* 


e 
- 
* 
4 
$ 


wy 
x 
[4 
* 
* 
8 = 
* 
of 
4 
* 
* 
8 


— 


R J 


1 : N is 
EZ ts 4 : 
: r _ * - 
EY 1 if 
. £20 
E —̃ * * 
* 1 4 
4 * — 8 * 
- - — 4 . 
L f 8 — 
DE : 
. 
& . — 
4 — 


4 
© been ft 
£ 
2. 
* 
* 
# 


id ” 
2 * — 
—— — 


wy 


+ TS _ RA; 
7 


* 
# ST * oo 
«vx 
35 _ 
* 
” 
K * 
— * 


w 
* 4 
. Rf 
1 ware 
«4 — 
— 
* 
” 
* 
. _—_— 
* s 
* 
Os — 
< 
A 
* 
_ 
= 
* 
* * 
Li 
— % 
4 
0 
, 
a 
* 
* 
n t 
, 5 
* 
* 
* 
1 
< 
A 
* ” 
_ 
* 1 
A 
* 
1 
* 
* 
* 


— * - 
, LY . 
avis * * 2 
+ * ” 
+ 1 m 
? — 5 
4 4 * 
* ” 


4 
” 
1 . 9 
* 4 
4p 
. 
we - 
* - 
A 
s 
- * 
* 
— 
* 
$ * 
3 ' 
* 
* avon, 
x * 
” * 
24 
4 % 
a } 
8 
Wy. * ay 
* . b 
* 
* * 
* — 


4 
- £ 
i 
2 
* * 
7 3 
I 1 
* * 
* 
# * 
- 
g 16 
2 * 
* 8 — 
1 
ie * 
* 
* 
. A 
* 
5 
= 
* 
% wy 
— * e 
6 * 
7 5 
2 * 
er, — 
. 4 
5 
na * * 
— * 
= 26 
O * 
— 


— ** C 1 
* 
* wy, E * 
* . * 
roger: * 
* 
” 
* 
. Rb. * 
ns 4 W { 
N $4 
* 
5 
« 
A - 
” 
- 
— 
« 
5 
_—_ 
* 
- * —— 
S 
= 
% 
LY 
A 
- 
5 
* 
- 5 
* — 
* 5 
8 
* * 
* 
>» 
. 
? "-* 
"= 
a 
. $ Þ 
* 
— 
„* 
* — 
: 
- 
* 
. 
7 
. 
- 
* 
» 
4 
— * 
4 
4. 
. 
* 
— 
” 
” ** 
< 


8 * 
* ny 
3 4 
8 0 
- 
= 
8 * , 
++ 
* 1 
* 
25 ® 
- 
# 
- - 
„ * 
I F 
4 
* 
<A $ 
- 
8 »-, 
+» 
= 
oh 
* 
— 
> # 
- 
* Ba”, + 
2. i 
4 
* - * 9 : 
* * 
*. 
* 
* 


* 


WW 
Fee 


88 


rr er 


4 


* 
A 


ge re OY . 
r + e pre bs + þ N * 


2 y * 


1 2 is 5 * 


